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A BABE IN ARMS

By President Daniel E. Taylor

“And thou shalt not let any of thy
seed pass through the fire to Molech,
neither shalt thou profane the name of thy
God: I am the LORD” (Leviticus 18:21).
“And he took them up in his arms, put his
hands upon them, and blessed them” (Mark
10:16).

What do you think of when you
hear the phrase “A babe in arms?”  I
envision helpless infancy, a child that is
totally dependent on its parents for the
necessities of life!  A babe in arms creates
in our mind the image of a loving mother or
father embracing a helpless child that is
dependent on them for everything that
pertains to life.

Years ago at a revival I saw a
physically-handicapped child in the arms of
his father.  I was touched by the condition
of the child.  But what touched me more
was the tenderness and obvious affection of
the father toward the child.  He was a big
man with strong arms that were ready to do
all they could for the child.

But every parent reaches the point
where they understand how Moses’ mother
felt when she knew she had to trust the
future of her child to other arms!  I guess
you could say the ark of bulrushes was like
putting Moses in the arms of God!  Where
a parent places their priorities determines
into whose arms they place the life and
well-being of their child.  A good question
for all our parents today is, as a parent, into
whose arms are we placing our children?

The Scriptures in Leviticus 18:21
and Mark 10:13-16, show us the two
choices a parent has concerning in whose
arms they will place their children.  In
Leviticus 18:21 are the words of Moses
warning the children of Israel about a
hideous practice of the Ammonites who
inhabited the land they were entering. “And
thou shalt not let any of thy seed pass
through the fire to Molech, neither shalt
thou profane the name of thy God: I am the
Lord.”

The Pictorial Bible Dictionary
describes the heathen ritual of making your
children pass through the fire as follows:

“The reigning one–MOLOCH,
MOLECH, a heathen god worshiped
especially by the Ammonites with
gruesome orgies in which little ones were
sacrificed.  At least in some places an
image of the god was heated and the
bodies of children who had just been
slain were placed in its arms.”

Passing through the fire describes
the act of taking children sacrificed in the
wild unbridled parties called the worship of
Molech, and placing them in the
outstretched arms of a stone image
surrounded by fire!

Mark 10:13-16 tells us of children
brought to Jesus by their parents and how
he took them into his arms. Verse 16,
“And he took them up in his arms, put his
hands upon them, and blessed them.” “He
took them up in his arms.”  This describes
the parents bringing their children to the
Lord in spite of opposition so that He could
put His hand on their life, and bless them.
“Suffer the little children to come unto
me!”  What a contrast to those who made
their children pass through the fire.  Into
whose arms will we put our children?

Here is the main issue that
confronts us with this subject.  What was it
that influenced some of God’s people to
put their babies into the arms of
destruction?    More importantly, what is
it that yet today influences parents to put
their children into the arms of destruction
and “the god of this world?”  How is this
done?  By pushing kids to excel in things
that elevate the natural life but neglecting
things that build them up spiritually.  By
leading lives devoted to earthly pursuits
rather than spiritual pursuits as a family.  It
is impossible to do both! 

Down through the years, I have
observed several reasons why even
Christian parents have been confused about
into whose arms they should place their
children.

First, there is a voice in this
world where we live that is telling God’s
people to put their children into the arms
of satanic destruction.  

 In spite of Moses’ command, the
people of God worshiped Molech and
caused their children to pass through the
fire.  Solomon set up high places on Mt.
Olivet to Moloch to please his heathen
wives.  King Manasses set up images of
Moloch in the valley of Hinnom, which
became a type of Hell.

 How did God’s people get so
depraved as to offer their children to an
idol?  When they entered the land of
Canaan, they listened to the inhabitants of

the land tell them how wonderful a heathen
life was!  “Oh, you never danced before
idols?  It’s great!  Oh, your leaders
condemn free love.  Have you tried it?  Oh,
drunkenness and gluttony too, and
satisfying every desire is wonderful!”
When they got a thrill out of sacrificing
their own children to that kind of life it was
tragic, but that is what it cost to live that
kind of a sensual life style, and it still does.

Secondly, there is a voice in this
world of a backslidden religious crowd
telling us there is something wrong with
a childhood spiritual excitement.  “And
when the chief priests and scribes saw the
wonderful things that he did, and the
children crying in the temple, and saying,
Hosanna to the Son of David; they were
sore displeased.  And said unto him,
Hearest thou what these say? And Jesus
saith unto them, Yea; have ye never read,
Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings
thou hast perfected praise” (Matthew 21:15
and 16).

Can you picture this?  The priests
asking Jesus if He hears the children
worshiping Him!  They don’t think He
might be deaf.  They are asking, “Do you
see what’s wrong with what these children
are doing?”

If you can get a child through the
miracle of the Spirit to meet Jesus, they
always like Him.  They always get excited
about Him!  They will take little banks
called buddy barrels and surround you to
collect change for missions or pass out
every tract they get their hands on.

What’s wrong with it?  Would it
be better having them uncontrollable,
running through life like it’s a candy store,
taking all they want with no regard for the
cost or effect?

Muslims unashamedly train their
children in the destructive faith of Islam,
that wants to kill all that are not like them!
Is it wrong to teach Christian children to
love Jesus and all people because He loves
them?  Is it wrong to have services where
our children pray and praise in the altar?  Is
it fanaticism that has Camp Peniel with kids
under the power of the Holy Ghost until
midnight?  Is there anything wrong with
children being excited when they know
they are in the presence of Jesus? (Cont. pg. 4)
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MY FAMOUS
FATHER

By Editor Wallace E. Joice

Th is  a r t ic le  f ir s t

appeared in the 1992 May/June

issue of the Standard Bearer.

This summer will mark the 20th

anniversary of Dad’s passing.  I

have given tribute to my late

father and other fathers living or

dead who have exerted a godly

influence on their family and

friends.

The last survivor of the Trail of

Tears was Dad’s great-great aunt, Becky

Neugin.  Dad actually knew her, and he

and some of his siblings told me things she

said concerning the Trail.

God willing, I hope to have a

special service entitled “Spiritual Lessons

From The Trail of Tears.”  Brother Taylor

and others from OBI and Bible Holiness

Assembly of God will be participating in

this service.

The service will be at 2:00 p.m.

May 16, at First Assembly of God, 1508

Virginia Avenue, Joplin, Missouri.  A small

gift will be given to all in attendance.

My father was Famous!  That was

his name–Famous Debbs Joice.  I have

often wondered why his parents gave him

such an unusual name.  They must have had

high hopes for him.  Personally, I have

always been glad that my father vetoed my

mother's intention to make me Famous

Debbs Joice, Jr.!

My dad, in some measure, lived

up to his name.  No, he never attained

national fame or even statewide fame, but

he was famous to his family and his wide

circle of friends.  He was a good husband,

a good father, and a good friend--in short,

he was a good man.

Dad was born close to the little

community of Yonkers, Oklahoma, on

February 16, 1912, about five years after

Oklahoma statehood.  The place of his birth

was a log cabin on the land that his

Cherokee Indian mother had received as an

allotment.

My father's education and early

religious training was very limited.  He

never finished grammar school in the little

rural schoolhouse he attended.  His

religious training was pretty much limited

to what he picked up at occasional revival

meetings conducted at  the local

schoolhouse by itinerant evangelists.

One of the most traumatic events

of his life took place when dad was 15

years old.  His mother, with whom he was

very close, passed away.  Though he lived

to be 78 years old, he could never speak of

her death except with profound sadness.

When he was about 19 years old,

dad moved to the Tulsa-Jenks, Oklahoma

area.  First, he engaged in farm work, and

later, for a number of years, he labored in

the oil fields.

At the age of 25, dad met and

married my mother, the former Florence

Evelyn Clinton.  God blessed them with

two sons and one daughter.  They lived to

see their fiftieth wedding anniversary.

The wise man in Proverbs 4:3, 4

says, "For I was my father's son, tender

and only beloved in the sight of my mother.

He taught me also, and said unto me, Let

thine heart retain my words: keep my

commandments, and live."  How much I

learned from my father, both by precept and

example!

I think of my father first in the

capacity of a parent.  Both of my parents

fervently wanted children.  How glad they

were when God blessed their desire.

Though our home was well acquainted with

poverty, it was never short on love.  I

always felt wanted and welcome.  I never

felt that our home was in any danger of

breaking up.

Dad was never very good at

verbalizing affection.  I was a grown man

before he ever told me in words that he

loved me, but I never doubted his love.  His

actions spoke his love to me every day.

I think of dad as a provider.  The

Scriptures put this responsibility primarily

on the shoulders of the husband.  Paul

writes in Second Timothy 5:8:  "But if any

provide not for his own, and specially for

those of his own house, he hath denied the

faith, and is worse than an infidel."

Dad took his responsibility

seriously.  He never spent his money on

himself.  Being limited in his education, he

worked long, hard hours at low-paying

jobs.  He planted a large garden, and raised

cattle and hogs.  He brought his paycheck

home and gave it to mother to manage.

Though we did not live in a fine

house, we always had a roof over our

heads.  Though we did not wear the finest

fashions, we always had adequate clothing.

Though our food was not fancy, it was

abundant and nourishing.

Next, I think of my father as a

priest or spiritual leader.  In my early

years, dad was not a good example in this

respect.  He was much given to taking the

Lord's name in vain.  However, even during

this period, dad saw to it that his family

was in church.  Usually, he took us and

attended with us.

When dad was 38 years old, he

experienced a dramatic conversion.  He

became an ardent witness, a man of prayer,

and a lover of God's Word.  Thereafter, he

sought to obey Paul's admonition in

Ephesians 6:4:  "And ye fathers, provoke

not your children to wrath: but bring them

up in the nurture and admonition of the

Lord."

Yet again, I think of my father

as a disciplinarian.  Though my dad was

not unduly harsh, he felt that children

should be taught to respect authority and to

obey promptly.  While he was not "spank

happy," he allowed no insubordination.  He

would tell us once, then twice, but never

three times.  As I think back, I have to say

that one of the outstanding things about

dad's discipline was its consistency.  I

always knew what to expect when I

disobeyed.

Dad did not believe a child should

ever be slapped or struck with the hand.  He

never punished me in anger or frustration.

Though it would be frowned upon by many

today, dad always used his belt.  Solomon

expressed my father's basic viewpoint in

Proverbs 23:13, 14:  "Withhold not

correction from the child: for if thou

beatest him with a rod, he shall not die.

Thou shalt beat him with the rod, and shalt

deliver his soul from hell."

Finally, I think of my father as a

teacher.  As I have already indicated, dad

taught both by precept and example.  His

teaching was usually incidental, but it has

made a lasting impression upon me.

          (Continued on page 4)
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I’m not talking about music.  I don’t like
loud jerky music.  If that’s what it takes,
then its not God moving, but children
touched by the power of God is one of
life’s most beautiful sights to behold!

Thirdly, there is a voice in this
world of even well-meaning followers of
Christ, that don’t know their Master well
enough to know how important it is to
Jesus for children to be given an
opportunity to have a relationship with
Him.  “And they brought young children to
him, that he should touch them: and his
disciples rebuked those that brought them.
But when Jesus saw it, he was much
displeased, and said unto them, Suffer the
little children to come unto me, and forbid
them not: for of such is the kingdom of
God.  Verily I say unto you, Whosoever
shall not receive the kingdom of God as a
little child, he shall not enter therein.  And
he took them up in his arms, put his hands
upon them, and blessed them” (Mark
10:13-16). I wonder what the disciples
thought that made them act this way?  Did
they think grownups were more important,
more mature?  Did they think grownups
were better equipped to help advance the
cause:  more money,  more strength,  more

influence?  Did they think the children
would be a hindrance?  Were they too loud,
too demanding, too fidgety? I don’t know
what they were thinking.  Maybe they were
so stressed because they saw how far these
children were from what they needed to be.
That worries me sometimes.  I see you
young preachers and think, “They don’t
have a clue.”  I see young people in the
church that seem brain dead.  Then I think,
but my responsibility is to bring them to
Him, and let Him take them in His arms.
And some will respond to His touch, and
grow to become men and women of God!

Fourthly and finally, there is a
voice in this world of a messenger of God
sent to turn the hearts of parents toward
their children and the hearts of children
toward the parents so that each will turn
to the Lord.  “Behold, I will send you
Elijah the prophet before the coming of the
great and dreadful day of the Lord: And he
shall turn the heart of the fathers to the
children, and the heart of the children to
their fathers, lest I come and smite the
earth with a curse” (Malachi 4:5, 6).

Many years ago, Earl Little
preached on this verse at an ACE
Convention.  He said, “The importance of

turning a parent’s heart to the child and the
child’s heart to the parent is that we will do
for those we really love, what we wouldn’t
do for ourselves.” 

I told my class the other day, one
of the chief motivations in my Christian life
has been the dedication of my children.
There are times I’ve grown weary, tired of
the struggle, tired of the criticism, and tired
of the fight.  But I’ve kept going even when
I didn’t care about my own soul, because I
cared about my children!  Jesus turned the
heart of this father to his children so that I’d
do for them what I wouldn’t even do for
myself!

Now I wait for the Lord to do the
second part of the promise “...turn the
heart of the children to their father...”  And
it is my conviction that the Lord loves me,
and He is always faithful!   Jesus said, “I
will never leave you nor forsake you.”
“And to know the love of Christ, which
passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled,
with all the fulness of God (Ephesians3:19).

Parents need to pray today, and
renew their confidence in the faithfulness
of the Lord!  And remember, that it really
matters into whose arms you place your
children!

Editor’s Notes (Continued from page 3)  

1.  He taught me the dignity of
labor.  How often he told me, "If a job is
worth doing, it is worth doing well."  I've
never known anyone who worked harder
than my dad.  He knew well the satisfaction
of a job well done.

2.  He taught me respect for
womanhood.  No doubt his attitude, in
large measure, stemmed from his
relationship with his mother.  He always
treated my mother with great respect.  I
never saw him speak or act disrespectfully
toward any woman.

3.  He taught me honesty in
business.  He believed in paying his bills,
and taught us to do likewise.  He lived in
the same community  for  nearly  60  years,

and was known as an honest man.
4.  He taught me truthfulness in

word.  He always kept his word to me if
humanly possible.  His "word was as good
as his bond."

5.  He taught me frugality in the use
of resources.  Both of my parents were
very generous, but detested wastefulness.
They would have agreed with wise old
Matthew Henry:  "Willful waste makes
woeful want."

6.  He taught me compassion for the
unfortunate.  He never made light of
another's infirmity or misfortune, nor would
he permit us to do so.

7.  He taught me impartiality
toward  other  races.   Being  part  Indian

himself, he knew firsthand about racial
prejudice.  He judged each person not by
the color of his skin, but by his own
personal merits.

Dad is gone now; he slipped quietly
home to be with the Lord August 10, 1990.
But in the words of Hebrews 11:4, "he
being dead yet speaketh."  How often I see
his form sketched on the screen of
imagination.  How often I hear his words
re-echoing in the corridors of memory!
Thank God for the gift of Godly fathers--
the gift of the Heavenly Father above.
"Like as a father pitieth his children, so the
Lord pitieth them that fear him.  For he
knoweth our frame; he remembereth that
we are dust" (Psalm 103:13, 14).

Summer Ministry Groups 
Higher Ground Servant’s Heart

Higher Ground and Servant’s
Heart are the OBI summer ministry
groups.  These groups will
definitely bless your church and
help your young people.  They may
have a opening for a service.  If you
are interested, please contact them
at the OBI Office, (417) 451-2057.
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OZARK BIBLE INSTITUTE AND COLLEGE

“A place where God can help Himself to young lives.”
Four Year Degree Program
   Biblical Literature
   Bible Studies
   Christian Education
Three Year Diploma Program
   Bible Ministerial
   Christian Education
Minor Programs
   Missions
   Greek
   Christian Ed. Administration

Ministry Opportunities
   Overcomer’s Choir                  
   Servant’s Heart Outreach
   Missionary Prayer Bands
   Jail Ministry
   Nursing Home Ministry
   Visitation
   Various Children’s Ministries
   Chapel Services
   Student-Led Church Services

Missions Opportunities
   Summer Internship Programs
   OBI Guatemala Internship
   Various Missions Trips
   Interact with Missionaries 

Perfecting Holiness & 
Pursuing Evangelism

2010 FALL SEMESTER CLASSES BEGIN SEPTEMBER 7   REGISTRATION SEPTEMBER 4 - 6
Please Note:  OBI Must Have Your Application 30 Days In Advance

Scholarships Awarded For 2010 - 2011 School Year

Matthew Wilson
Sophomore

Russell Graham
$500.00 One semester

Andrew Shumpert
Sophomore

Justin Smith
Junior

Shayla Smith
Sophomore

Leonard Allgood
$500.00 One semester

Rachel Hicks 
Junior

Charolette Knox
Sophomore

Dorothy Friend Miller 
$500.00 One semester

Textbooks
One semester

Nathan Brimm 
Junior

Robin Bennett
Junior

Raelyn Shifflett
Full  Both semesters

Andrea Huton
Junior

Max & Mae Johnson
Full  Both semesters

Jessie Hoover
Senior

Choir Testimonies
 In Choir there have been learning times and 
trying times, and many fun times as well.  Choir 
gives you a taste of what ministry is like.  You 
get to travel on a bus with 30 other people for 
thousands of miles, and learn to love those who 
are hard to love.  I have been in devotions on the 
bus where the Holy Ghost has moved mightily.  
Brother Kenneth Crews gave a devotion on 
“Leaving your Baggage on the Bus,” and I 

realized that the ministry is not about me, but always about others.  
After that, I was able to lead a young lady in the sinner’s prayer.  It’s 
more than singing  and  testifying; it’s making a lasting impact on 
young people’s lives.  Joining choir was one of the best decisions I 
have made.  It hasn’t always been easy to get on the bus, but it has 
always been worth it.

Andrea Hutson

 My experience as a freshman in the Overcomers 
Choir has been life-changing.  It has increased my 
social skills as I interact with my fellow classmates 
on a daily basis, and as I am provided with the 
opportunity of introduction to various individuals 
from various churches and locations.  As we find in 
Isaiah 24:14, I am thankful for the liberty to lift up 
my voice, and sing for the majesty of the LORD.  
Everything that takes place within the choir, from 
devotions on the bus to standing behind the pulpit and on the platform 
of numerous churches, is done for the glorification of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  Within this first year of participating in the Overcomers Choir 
ministry, I have witnessed many souls brought into the kingdom of 
God, the re-dedication of souls, and many receiving the Baptism of the 
Holy Ghost. This experience has greatly increased my desire to labor 
for the Kingdom of God. “ ... The time is come for thee to reap; for the 
harvest of the earth is ripe” (Revelations 14: I5b).

Kirah Jean Pries

The Overcomers

NEW OVERCOMERS CD AVAILABLE
     “We Will Remember”

OBI, PO Box 398, Neosho, MO 64850
or call (417)451-2057

Pick up at OBI Office $15.00
      Price by mail $18.00

If you think meekness is weakness, try 
being meek for a week.” –Seen on a church marque

CONTACT US or VISIT US:  PO Box 398; 906 Summit Street,  Neosho, MO 64850  CALL: (417) 451-2057; FAX (417) 451-2059
obi@juno.com       www.obiweb.org     www.bibleholinessag.org



Report of Pastor’s Schools in Maasai Land, Kenya, Africa by Gene Canter
“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations… Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you…” (Matthew 28:19-20)

 In February O.C.M. sent a team of three brethren to Kenya, Africa. We had received passionate requests from pastors in Maasai Land, 
in southern Kenya, to “Please send brethren to teach us about the Bible.” The majority of these pastors have little or no Bible training. 
 Material was prepared, that could be placed into the pastors’ hands on the subject of salvation. The material included lessons on the fall 
of Satan, the creation of man, the temptation and fall of man. These three lessons presented the need for salvation. The next four lessons 
presented the provision of salvation, what Christ did to make salvation possible. In substitution he died in the sinners place paying the penalty 
of death for his sin. The shedding of Christ’s redeeming blood provided a ransom that set him free from Satan, self and sin. The price of 
Christ’s blood was also the offering to God for propitiation which “appeased the righteous wrath of a holy God against sin and the sinner.” 
And fourthly, Christ’s shed blood and death on the cross provided the means of man’s reconciliation to God – through Christ the sinner is 
reconciled to God. Substitution, Ransom, propitiation and reconciliation are the provisions God, through the sacrifice of his Son, has made 
for the sins of all mankind. This is the good news of the gospel: all men are sinners and under the death penalty, all are in bondage to Satan 
and their own sinful passions, all abide under the wrath of God, but through Christ, God be praised, all can be reconciled to God.
 The next two lessons on repentance and faith made clear man’s part in salvation. The repentance required by God of the sinner has 
three distinguishing parts, without any one of which there is no true repentance. These three parts are confession of sin, forsaking of sin, and 
turning to God. Sins confessed but not forsaken do not constitute true repentance. Sinners who confess sins and attempt to turn away from 
their sins have not truly repented, this is salvation by works. The process of true repentance is not complete until the sinner turns to God who 
alone can save him. Faith is the second thing God requires of man. The material included a definition of saving faith. Saving faith includes 
four things: knowledge, assent, appropriation and assurance. The foundation for faith is the Word of God. Faith is based upon knowledge or 
facts from the Bible: Romans 10:17 “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” Faith is not based upon someone’s 
opinion, desire or wish, but upon the knowledge of the Word of God. Secondly, one must assent to that which he has come to know. Assent 
is another word for “believe.” Knowledge and belief alone do not constitute saving faith – the devil both knows and believes, but certainly 
he is not saved. The third word is appropriate. This simply means to act upon what one has come to know and believe. Acting upon what the 
Bible says, knowledge, and on what one has assented to, if true faith has been born, will cause one to cast himself upon the four provisions 
Christ made for his salvation, substitution, ransom, propitiation and reconciliation.
 The last four areas of study had to do with the blessings we receive with salvation. In Regeneration the sinner receives a new nature. In 
justification the sinner receives a new standing, he passes from guilt to innocence. In adoption the sinner receives a new family: he passes 
from the family of Satan to the family of God. In sanctification he receives a new character. All of these are blessings received through 
faith.
 There was much praying; weeping and confession after each of the teaching sessions were concluded. Pastors were so excited, exclaiming 
“We didn’t know what true repentance was before, now we know, we feel that we are now born again.” With great joy the pastors immediately 
pleaded with the men to come back “And teach us more.” O.C.M. in August will be sending another team of teachers and workers to Kenya 
for additional pastor schools. We have received additional request from a brother who is over many pastors to conduct a school for his pastors 
in Nairobi. Please stand with us in prayer. The door of ministry is open, we need divine direction is selecting and preparing materials for these 
pastors. We need the Holy Spirit’s anointing upon the teachers as they teach and the opening of the pastors’ hearts to receive what God has 
determined they are taught. And finally as always those who are willing to go must be sent and that requires the generosity of God’s people 
in giving. When you make an investment in helping train a pastor, you not only help him and his family, but all those in his congregation as 
well as those he has the potential to win in the future. It is a good eternal investment.
 In February there were three different pastor schools conducted in three different locations in Maasai Land. There were over 65 who 
completed the course of study and received certificates. This is the first group to receive certificates, notice the happy smiles of these excited 
and joyful pastors.
 Future outreaches are looking forward to Sudan and India as fruitful fields  of labor for pastor’s schools to be held there.
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First group to receive certificates

OZARK CHRISTIAN MISSIONS
Yes I want to be a part of the outreach that OCM 
is doing through pastor’s schools to reach  and 
teach peoples of the world the Good News. 

Monthly $________________________________

One Time $_______________________________

Please send all correspondence to:

Ozark Christian Missions, 
PO Box 398, 
Neosho, MO 64850



Your Missions Dollar and 
the Harvest of Souls

Raising money for ministry operations and personal support consumes 
a significant portion of the missionary’s time and energies. Through various 
methods of sharing information he must convey the impression that his work 
is worthy of your financial consideration. Whether it is a personal appearance, 
publication, power point presentation or other means, he must compete 
with myriads of other goods and services clamoring for the disbursement of 
available funds.

Here are some mission statistics to contemplate:
- about 1 in 10 of the 6.8 billion people in the world call themselves 

Christians
- Only 1 of 10 Christians are actively involved in a ministry.
- only 6 of 100 Christian workers are involved in missionary efforts
- Only 4% of the average church’s budget goes for missions.

 That breaks down to 1.67% of Christianity trying to reach 90% of 
the world with the gospel with 4% of the church’s finances. It is doubtful that 
Jesus had these results in mind when He issued the great commission. To be 
sure, souls are being converted at the rate of 72,000 per day. Thanks be to God 
for every precious soul that is born into the kingdom. But compare that to the 
353,015 natural births per day, and the eternal doom of billions of souls is 
sealed by our irresponsible ineffectiveness.
 We need a fresh vision, anointing, and the Spirit’s empowerment 
to rise to the challenge of the world’s populace that remains untouched by 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. We also need to allocate more than 4% of church 
finances towards missions. Ecclesiastes 10:19 says, “money answers to all 
things.” An old Spanish brother in Albuquerque used to tell me whenever I 
wanted something done, “por dinero baila el chango” (for money the monkey 
dances), as he rubbed his thumb across his first two fingers on his uplifted 
palm. In these perilous end times, we need the missions monkey to be dancing 
double time!
 At OBI Guatemala we are involved in training national workers to 
reach their own culture. We believe this is the most expedient, economical, and 
biblically approved method for the expansion of God’s kingdom. We take the 
responsibility of using every missions dollar for its intended purpose seriously. 
Our annual budget of $65,000 -$70,000 to operate requires a lot of itineration 
and the generosity of a lot of churches and individuals. We are thankful for the 
prayers and encouragement of God’s people for this ministry. God bless you!
     The Penningtons
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This picture of the “Gleaners” is painted on a wall of 
the mission in Guatemala

International Money

Student witnessing

Student witnessing

Man reading through a gospel tract

MY PLEDGE FOR OBI GUATEMALA MISSIONS
OBI GUATEMALA GENERAL FUND $________________

OBI GUATEMALA RADIO FUND $___________________

OBI GUATEMALA GOSPEL TRACT FUND $___________

OBI GUATEMALA CONSTRUCTION FUND $__________
Please send all correspondence to:

OBI Guatemala, PO Box 398, Neosho, MO 64850



A Dead Dude Renewed 
 Two large crowds ran into each other in Luke 7:11. Group one is headed toward the city, while group two is headed to the cemetery. 
Group one is walking with the Deliverer, while group two is walking with death. Two sons met that day: the Son of the Living God and 
the dead son of a widow. One is destined to die; the other is destined to live. The first thing Jesus did was stop the procession. What 
would happen if YOU would stop for the Master? The second thing: He touched (not him) but what was holding him. I'm telling you, 
friend, if He can stop you and lay His hands on what is holding you... Look out!!! One commentary said Jesus couldn't physically, by 
law, touch death. He didn't; He touched life. This young man went from being carried to the grave to standing beside by Glory! Pastors 
and parents, take the time to stop and see what God can do for your youth. Come to Camp Peniel ! He will lay His hands on what is hold-
ing them and set them free. Then they too will ARISE!!!  Randy Snow, OBI Alumni President, 1986 graduate 

Plateaus  
 “Now it came to pass in the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, in the fifth day of the month, as I was 
among the captives by the river of Chebar, that the heavens were opened, and I saw visions of 
God” (Ezekiel 1:1). Spiritual experiences are marks of our personal spiritual odyssey. They speak of 
where we have been, what we have experienced and what God has revealed to us. These experiences are 
memorials we hold to for strength in times of difficulty and goads to push us on in times of discourage-
ment. Spiritual experiences are to be building, successive lines of progress and elevation. They are to be 
the "line upon line, precept upon precept" of spiritual growth, but often the spiritual experiences that are 
intended to be as rungs of a ladder to step higher, become the bar or ceiling by which we determine if we 
have gone as far as possible in following experiences. As a result of this ceiling mentality, we often only 
press until we reach that known level of experience and when we reach that height we cease to press on. 
Thus, we allow that spiritual level to become a plateau or topmost of our experience rather than a step or 
rung to higher heights. God is infinite. He is beyond us in glory, mystery and, as Tozer mentions, in attrib-
utes we cannot even know nor fathom in this earthly existence. God's supernatural revelations of Himself 
to individuals have not been exhausted. Therefore each deeper or more glorious experience points us to a 
higher step or greater place possible in God. Each experience of spiritual attainment should be the motiva-
tion to press higher still. Paul said in Philippians 3: 14, "I press toward the mark for the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus." As one old song states, "I've traveled far but there is far to go." Our spiri-
tual experiences may be great but nothing compared to what is available if we press on. “O the depth of the 
riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past 
finding out” (Romans 11:33).   “That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace 
in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus” (Ephesians 2:7). “Unto me, who am less than the least of 
all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of 
Christ” (Ephesians 3:8).  “But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen” (2 Peter 3:18).   Rev. Dudley Zerbel  OBI Graduate 1985 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Births:   
 Congratulations to Bobby Dale 
and Kelly Thomas for the arrival of 
their baby boy, Peyton Nathan, he 
arrived on Jan 6, 2010.   
 Rylie Eden Jade arrived on 
February 25, 2010 to Ryan and Car-
rie Edwards. Congratulations on your 
new arrival. 
Ministry news 
 William and Darla Flynn are 
pastoring at Grace Chapel Pentecos-
tal Church, 1206 Parker Rd., Russell-
ville, AR 72801 Ph. 479-890-9559. 
 Their children are: Kyler (13), 
Carrigan (10), Aubrey (8), Allyson 
(5), and Rylee (1). 
 Carrigan has been diagnosed 
with Type 1 Diabetes . She is believ-
ing for healing, any prayer on her 
behalf would be greatly appreciated. 
FRIENDLY REMINDER:  If you 
have any announcements: ministry 
news, marriage, births, etc.  E-mail 
me at: 
Shelton_0204@yahoo.com 
  Sheila Shelton,  
  OBI Alumni Secretary 

OBI Graduation 2010 
 A large group of friends and relatives gathered for this happy occasion. All were happy, yet a certain sadness accompanied 
many as well. Friendships formed at OBI are many times  lifelong and separation is always difficult. 
 Graduating with a Bible Ministerial Diploma were: Christine Elizabeth Biggerstaff, Michael Dwayne Brannon, Kasey 
Leann Carpenter, Thornton Samuel Casey, Kenneth Duane Crews, Jessie Hoover, Amanda Sue Johnson, Colleen Renee Rojak. 
 Graduating with a Christian Education Diploma were: Crystal Nicole Dillehay, Deborah Sue Wofford.  
 Graduating with a Bachelor of Biblical Literature were: Rebekah L. Hicks, Rose Ann Holden*, Matthew Alan Hutson, 
Adam Todd Jarvis, Timothy Louis 
Elijah Laurito, Tabitha RaeAnne 
Miller with a minor in missions, 
Joshua Steven Ritchie with a minor in 
missions, Rebekah S. Rojak, John Paul 
Schatzley, Heather Ranae Thomas*, 
Dathan Samuel Tucker.  
 Graduating with a Bachelor in 
Christian Education: Sheila Annette 
Swinney.  
 Graduating with a Bachelor of 
Bible Studies: Jake Neal Dillehay.  
* Denotes Honor Graduate (3.9+ grade average) 

For a friend to receive The Standard Bearer by e-mail send your request to: psobi@hotmail.com 
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